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Head Start Reauthorization:
Missed Opportunity

By Edward Condon, California Head Start Association

As summer heat fills our days, the reauthorization of Head Start heats up in
Washington. The School Readiness Act of 2003 (HR 2210), Head Start’s
reauthorization has cleared subcommittee and full committee, now heading
to the floor of the House of Representatives as of the writing of this newsletter.
Advocates for Head Start here in California and across the country have had
impact on the legislation; yet three critical obstacles remain to achieving the
goal of retaining Head Start as a federal to local funded program.

State Demonstration Projects or Block grants to any state allows for programs
to serve children and families without the national program performance
standards. This means uneven or poor delivery of services across the states
and/or comprehensive services that have made Head Start kids “ready for
school” for nearly 40 years will be diluted or lost entirely. In addition the
funding levels do not accommodate improving quality as increased teacher
educational standards are proposed. It shortchanges training for current staff
and will not pay for increased teacher credentials or salary improvements.
The proposed legislation also neglects to allow for increases in the demand
for services to at risk children eligible for Head Start, Early Head Start and
the Migrant & Seasonal Head Start program, which are currently woefully
underserved.

As reported in the media, the reauthorization
bill offers some improvements in standards.
However, the State Demonstration Project,
Title 2 of the proposed Act allows for states
to apply for the opportunity to manage Head
Start funds within a state. At a first glance
this may sound reasonable, even attractive,
but would over time have a devastating impact
on our only national comprehensive early care
and education system. Most importantly, the
children and families living in bitter poverty
would lose another social “safety net” that has
been successful for over 2 million children in
California. At atime of such fiscal uncertainty,
States like California are not equipped to
incorporate the extensive monitoring and
program oversight.

Congress is missing the opportunity to truly
strengthen Head Start. Leaders should be
debating how to fully-fund Head Start over
five years to expand access to all eligible
preschoolers. Research has demonstrated that
it is critical to improve teacher quality by
requiring more teachers have bachelor’s degrees
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STATEMENT
The California
Head Start
Association is the
unified voice
providing
leadership and
advocacy for the
Head Start
community.
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STATEMENT

The California
Head Start
Association will be
an important
strategic partner
representing Head
Start interests in
California and the
nation.
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Membership
Matters!

“We must not, in trying
to think about how we
can make a big difference,
ignore the small daily

differences we can make...”
Marian Wright Edelman

A new era has dawned for the Head Start
community. An erafilled with hope, excitement
and challenges. Research continually validates
the comprehensive nature of our programs.
Yet, the resources to expand and enhance our
services for deserving children and families are
scarce. Current census data shows an overall
increase in poverty in California. Our
communities are much more diverse, challenged
by substance abuse, violence, and
unemployment. Perhaps not since the original
Head Start summer project in 1965 has need
for high quality programs for children and
families been so great here in California.

Your California Head Start Association
(CHSA) is taking bold and decisive actions to
challenge our members to promote high quality
professional standards for programs and staff.
We ask that you join us to work for the
continued success of Head Start and Early Head
Start. Please join CHSA as a member for
2003-2004!

Membership brings many benefits:

« Professional development trainings,
conferences, round tables and a network
of support resources.

= Representation in Sacramento with the

Here’s One to Sink Your Teeth Into

In partnership with the California Department of Health Services — Office of
Oral Health, State Department of Education, Child Development Division,
State Head Start Collaboration Office and advisors from a wide variety of Oral
Health interested parties, we have been awarded a grant by the Association of
State and Territorial Dental Directors. The California grant will be designed
to build upon the regional Oral Health Conference that was held in June 2002.

The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and the
Administration for Children and Families (AFC) hosted the Region IX Forum,
“Enhancing Partnerships for Head Start and Oral Health,” in Oakland, California.
They highlighted the importance of oral health, the

consequences of oral health problems among

preschool-aged children, and the collaborative

activities needed to address oral health in Head

Start. The presenters also provided background on

efforts to foster access to oral health services and

education within Head Start, and identified the

issues and challenges faced by Head Start in local

communities. Among the points they underscored

were the opportunities for collaboration within

and across agencies, the importance of integrating evidence-

based prevention and early intervention in Head Start, and the opportunities
to build on the Oral Health initiative set forth by the Surgeon General. The
Forum participants were given time to assess and prioritize current oral health
issues related to education, prevention and access to dental care that should be
the focus of regional attention. A copy of the regional report is on line at
http://www.ca-headstart.org — Click on “Head Start and Oral Health”.

California partners are proposing a three-part approach to ensure our efforts are
valuable in terms of both oral health policy and practice. Through the
development of an extensive survey for the field, three cluster meetings in
Oakland, Fresno and Ontario this Fall and a summary report guided by the
projects advisory members for distribution in the Winter of 2004, we believe
this effort will contribute to the daily challenges children and families in Head
Start face related to oral health. Watch for the Head Start Oral Health Survey
and fall meeting dates coming soon.a

New Tip Sheets From the Bureau
Head Start: An Opportunity to Improve the Oral Health of Children and Families
http://www.mchoralhealth.org/PDFs/HSOHFactSheet.pdf

Oral Health Tip Sheet for Head Start Staff: Working with Health Professionals
to Improve Access to Oral Health Care
http://www.mchoralhealth.org/PDFs/HSOHTipPro.pdf

Oral Health Tip Sheet for Head Start Staff:
Working with Parents to Improve Access to Oral Health Care
http://www.mchoralhealth.org/PDFs/HSOHTipParent.pdf




Here's What's Happening this Year
at CHSA...

Check out the CHSA Web Site for All the Association’s Activities
www.ca-headstart.org

July 14 & 15 — The Nature of Nurturing

with Dr. Victor Bernstein

The California Head Start Association invites all of California’s Head Start community to join
Mr. Victor J. Bernstein, Ph.D. for a two-day training in Monterey. Using a Relationship-Based
Approach In Early Head Start and Head Start: The Nature of Nurturing. This training will
provide attendees a number of strategies on building supportive relationships at every program
level. This training is in partnership with California’s Bay Area Cluster of Head Start agencies.
We look forward to you joining us for two wonderful days. Space is limited — register today!
Hyatt Regency Monterey, Fee $179 CHSA Member/$199 Non-Member

July 21 — The National Reporting System: Are You Ready?
with Dr. Barbara Bowman
The California Head Start Association invites all Head Start Executive Directors, Policy Council,
Education Managers, Governing Board, interested staff and parents to join together for a day
of dialogue and information on the implementation of the National Reporting System. We will
have extensive presentations from the California NRS pilot programs. In addition, local programs
will present their strategies to implement the NRS and support an expanded understanding of
long- term impact on how we administer our programs. Our Keynote presenter will be Dr. Barbara
Bowman of the Erickson Institute. Dr Bowman is researcher and author on a number of articles
about assessment. The Westin Pasadena, Fee $149 CHSA Member/$169 Non-Member

August 11 & 12 — Building Successful Organizations
with Dr. Yvonne Randle
The California Head Start Association invites all of California’s Head Start community to join
Ms. Yvonne Randle for a two-day training in Monterey, Building Successful Organizations.
This training will provide attendees a number of strategies on building supportive relationships
at every program level. This training is in partnership with California’s Bay Area Cluster of
Head Start agencies. We look forward to you joining us for two wonderful days. Space is limited
— register today! Hyatt Regency Monterey. Fee $179 CHSA Member/$199 Non-Member

Three additional events under development...Save the Dates!

September 29 & 30 - Fiscally Fit, Los Angeles
The California Head Start Association in collaboration with experienced fiscal directors from
around the state will host a two day training developed by, for and with the needs of fiscal staff
in mind. This training is in partnership with Cluster 3, Los Angeles grantees.

November 7 & 8 — CHSA’s Parent Training 11, Oakland
This two-day event has been designed for parents, parent leaders and staff who support their
journeys. From personal development, building effective meetings to learning parenting strategies
are just a few of the many workshops to be offered. This event’s focus is to not only provide
information, but also create an environment for parents to network, grow and prepare to lead
their communities and agencies.

January 22 — 24, 2003 — Annual Training Conference, San Francisco
Save the dates to join CHSA for the 6th Annual Conference. With over 100 workshops,
exhibitors, keynotes, and much more. Keep checking the web site for updates...
www.ca-headstart.org/conference_2003.html A

Corporate Sponsors for 2003 that proudly support California Head Start Association
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Stephanie Kang

Meet CHSA's
Summer
I ntern

HI' My name is Stephanie
Kang, and I will be spending
my summer in Sacramento
as an intern for CHSA. | have
just completed my degree in
Psychology and Social
Behavior with a minor in
Education at the University
of California, Irvine. | will be
moving to New York this fall
to attend Teacher’s College
for my Masters in Early
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REPORT
California Head Start
State Collaboration
Office Report

By Michael Silver and Michael Zito

The CHSSCO is continuing work on a number
of activities intended to assist Head Start
programs and the larger early care and education
community:

= A side-by-side comparison of the new state
and federal program monitoring processes was
mailed to all grantees in May. It is also be available
for downloading on the CHSSCO website at
www.cde.ca.gov, scroll to “Head Start
Collaboration”. The document will assist co-
located programs prepare for state and federal
monitoring visits, and conduct self-reviews.

= The CHSSCO and CHSA participated in a
Northern California Tribal Early Education
Partnership Seminar in Redding on April 10
and 11. The seminar focused on the fiscal aspects
of Head Start and child care partnerships,
including budget planning and cost allocation.
The seminar was sponsored by QUILT, the
national training and technical assistance project
of the federal Head Start and Child Care Bureaus.

e The DSQIC, California Department of
Education (CDE) Special Education Division,
and CHSSCO are revising the existing Region
IX - CDE Special Education Division
Interagency Agreement for Part B services for
three to five year old children with disabilities.
We now have a draft document being reviewed
by an oversight group selected by the CHSA and
Special Education Division.

« The CHSA, CHSSCO, and CA Department
of Health Services Office of Oral Health will
sponsor three regional Oral Health Roundtables
this fall. The Roundtables are intended to assist
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Attorney General’s Crime and
Violence Prevention Center

Safe Schools Multi-Media CD ROM Package
Available This Fall

Current research supports the importance of quality early childhood experiences as a critical
path to reducing youth violence and creating a safe school campus. These experiences can also
contribute to school readiness and a successful academic journey.

The Attorney General’s Crime and Violence Prevention Center is completing a new school
violence prevention multi-media project entitled, “Safe Schools: A New Approach to Create
a Non-Violent Campus.” The four CD ROM package is a unique combination of traditional
resources for preparing a comprehensive safe school plan and a new approach focusing on
promoting non-violent behavior through strength building. The concept is based on the
research and experience of Dr. Bruce Perry, MD, PhD of the Child Trauma Academy in Texas.

Information on the CDs is organized by the core strength areas of attachment, self-regulation,
affiliation, awareness, tolerance, and respect. The CDs feature interviews, streaming video,
Web links, downloadable documents, research articles, and classroom exercises for teachers.
The package will be distributed FREE OF CHARGE to schools and youth-serving organizations
this fall.

To request a copy of the package, send your name and address to:arlene.shea@doj.ca.gov A




Head Start Celebrates 38! California

Head Start
During the week of May 19 to 23 Head Start classrooms all around the state celebrated Head Association
Starts 38th Birthday. Thanks to our GREAT teachers for all their creativity and joy — lots of
fun. CHSA asked to be notified of your special events, and each program was entered into a
contest to win 20 party grab bags for their students.

The winners of our Head Start Birthday Bash grab bags are:

Buena Ventura MSHS, Oxnard - Belen Gonzalez
Talked about Birthdays, and explained it was Head Start’s Birthday. Made
cards, sang songs, and celebrated during lunchtime.

Fruitridge, Sacramento - Katherine Brock
Had a parade with the Kids, staff, and parents around the neighborhood,
greeting and singing to the residents. Celebrated during lunch, singing songs.

Geddes Head Start, Los Angeles - Lyn Brown

Had a potluck and children sang songs from around the world. They shared
their poster with what each student and their parents wrote. Parents were
given Certificates of Appreciation.

Ohio Head Start, Los Angeles - Greg Johnson

They had a weeklong celebration with different activities everyday! They
introduced the children to numbers, dates, and birthdays, made birthday
cards, showed the children pictures of the staff when they were small,

ate healthy foods, and had a birthday celebration!

Santa Nella Head Start, Gustine - Rosita Balmes
Sang Happy Birthday to Head Start, talked about Head Start’s Birthday
and made a birthday card.

Harbison Head Start, San Diego

Lead Staff: Carolina Guerrero

Teachers discussed with children the anniversary of the school. They
talked about the importance of school, and the things they learn
everyday. They also discussed how exciting it would be that our card
would be seen in Washington, D.C!!!

Wu Yee Children’s Services, San Francisco

Lead Staff: Wei Ying Jiang

Asked children what they learned in school, and made a card.
They celebrated the birthday bash with a fruit salad!

Osborn Head Start, Turlock - Stephanie Pimertel
Games for children and parents were set up with prizes that were
given to the winners. Prizes and food were donated by local
community businesses. Children and parents sang songs together. A

Families in Fresno
celebrate Head Start
good work
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