Early Reaoling First
Y J
Scaftolding Early Literacy

Dynamic Assessment :
The Power of Play Planning

Mid-Continent Research for Education and
Learning

589

eariy reading first

MREL




Need for Dynamic Assessment

* Trickle down of assessment pressure to early
childhood.

e An alternative to traditional assessments is
needed to provide ongoing formative
feedback.

* Allows for individualized feedback to meet the
needs of today’s diverse learners.



Dynamic Assessment Theory

First applied in the area of special education.

Treats the interactions between the child and the assessor
as a valuable source of information about a child’s ability.

Establishes both the child’s current level of achievement
and a child’s ability to attain higher levels.

“American researchers are constantly seeking to discover
how the child came to be what he is; we in the USSR are

striving to discover not how the child came to be what he
is, but how he can become what he not yet is.” - Vygotsky



MCcREL's approach to Dynamic
Assessment

* Utilizes VngtSklan Level of assisted performance
Theory

>

® Joint construction of
knowledge

= Zone of Proximal
Development (ZPD)

Difficulty of task, strategy

= Scaffolding
Instruction

Independent performance



Dynamic Assessment Process

Instructional Approach

Developmental continuum
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Dynamic Assessment Process

Instructional Approach

Name writing continuum
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EARLY LITERACY RUBRIC
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Dynamic
ssessment Tool:
Early Literacy
Progress
Monitoring
Rubric

Doing What Works: Early Childhood Education — Teach Phonological Awareness, School District of Janesville.
http://www.dww.ed.gov/see/see.cfm?PA ID=7&T ID=15&P ID=30&sID=185



http://www.dww.ed.gov/see/see.cfm?PA_ID=7&T_ID=15&P_ID=30&sID=185

Dynamic Assessment Process:
Play Planning




Play Planning Progression

For Vygotksians, drawing is
writing. Children draw a
representation of their plan
that will help them
remember what they said
they are going to do. As
they learn more about
literacy, they begin to
represent their intentions
using Scaffolded Writing.

In the fall, Ariana is drawing
her self and choosing a
center (science).
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Play Planning Progression

In March, Ariana is able to draw
a more detailed picture and is
using Scaffolded Writing to
represent her message.

She is using invented spelling in
her native language (Spanish).
Teachers encourage children to
use their native language
whenever possible as the
process stays the same. Yo voy
a pintar un arco iris (I am going
to paint a rainbow).



Play Planning Progression

By lJune, Ariana has better fine

motor control. API' ) h C_P {.

e She has conventionally spelled
some high frequency words
and includes beginning and
ending sounds for other
words. Yo voy hacer un pdjaro
con play dough (1 am going to
make a bird out of play
dough).




Play Planning Demonstration




Instructional changes

e Teachers
aligned
scaffolds to
skills they
identified
on literacy
rubric.

e Teachersare &
scaffolding & «°
within the ¢ Scaffolds
/PD!

Teacher response
o = N w H (6, (o)} ~ o0




Feasibility and Flexibility

Stratgey * |Individualized
M Post-it notes or color
ot to teacher and

i Co-teacher

45% classroom

LI Teaching team

Timeframe

& Multiple days
i Single day

54% 46%




Child outcomes over 3 months

1.20 -

* On average,
children went

1.08
090 0w o

up nearly 1 g 00

level on the : | =

following skills: -

— Oral message e

— Writing Ry

— Name writing 0.00 | | , . . |

Reading Oral Picture Writing Name Play

i Play Message

1.00 -

Average change in children's skills




Implications and Next Steps

 The Early Literacy
Progress Monitoring
Rubric is feasible and
flexible.

e Teachers do make
instructional changes
based on dynamic
assessment.



Questions?

e For more information:

— Carrie Germeroth

e cgermeroth@mcrel.org

— Deborah Mazzeo

e dmazzeo@mcrel.org



mailto:cgermeroth@mcrel.org
mailto:dmazzeo@mcrel.org
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